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Freedom 
Of Press 
Defended 

SAN JUAN CAP)— “An. act 
to provide . . ■ for the tempo- 
rary suspension of .newspapers 
containing seditious or unde- 
sirable matter.” 

So reads the introduction 
to a new press law for the is- 
land of Dominica ini the Brit- 
ish West Indies. The law is 
considered by the Inter- Ameri- 
can Press Association (IAPA) 
as “shockingly contrary to the 
letter and spirit of press free- 
dom.” 

The IAPA, which serves as a 
hemisphere watclhdog for a 
free press, has asked for re- 
peal. Tom C. Harris of St. Pe- 
tersburg, Fla., Chairman of its 
committee on freedom of the 
press, said it was only by 
chance that the IAPA learned 
of the law, and ihe wondered if 
similar laws, may have gone 
unnoticed. 

He may have received his 
answer last week When itlhe 
Ministry of Home Affairs for 
Dominica replied that its new 
law was similar in content to 
legislation! on the islands of 
St. Lucia and Trdnidad-To- 
bago.. 

Furthermore, said Minister 
Mabel Moir James, the law 
was simply local enactment of 
legislation prepared by Brit- 
ain. 

Cuba, Haiti 

Most attention has been fo- 
cused in recent years on Cuba 
■and Haiti, where press free- 
dom is noneexistent under the 
dictatorial regimes of Fidel 
Castro and Francois Duvalier. 

There are hundreds of is- 


lands in the 'Caribbean. Most 
belonged at one time to Brit- 
ain, France, Spain or the Neth- 
erlands and still maintain ties 
of culture and (tradition with 
‘Smother countries.” In the 
case of former British colonies 
like Dominica, the laws are 
generally biased on the English 
law. 

In the U.5. Virgin Islands, 
the IAPA recently lodged a 
successful protest against a 
press registration law. At the 
urging of (the IAPA, Gov. 
Ralph Paiowonsky vetoed the 
law, saying he felt it went a 
little too far even through the 
idea behind it was ia good one. 

The law would (have re- 
quired anyone publishing any- 
thing, with a few exceptions, 
to be licensed by the island’s 
commissioner of finance. 

The purpose of the 'bill, as 
stated by Senate president 
Earle Ottley, who is publisher 
of the. Home Journal, a daily 
newpaper in Sit. Thomas, was 
to control an influx of hate lit- 
erature on the island-. 

Dominica Law 

Harris . said the Dominica 
law seemed especially objec- 
tionable because it provides 1 
for ia possible ban on publica- 
tion of a newspaper for a pe- 
riod of up to one yeah upon 
conviction. 

The same ban would also 
apply to individuals, and could 
prevent them from engaging 
in any news work for up to a 
year. 

Harris said in his protest to 
the government that the meth- 
ods for enforcement “smack of 
a police state” in regard to 
such provisions- as the po-wer 
to extend the closure of sus- 
pected -publications- and the 
power to- seize an-d open mail 
suspected -of containing a pro- 
hibited publication. 

The Dominica- home minis- 
ter replied that “no democratic 
government can rule without 
strong powers to resort to in 
emergency. The -fact however, 
that they are -democratic and 
subject (to -a- popular mandate 
-to which they must renew 
every five years, ensure that 
these powers -are only us-ed 
when it is necessary.” . 



